
 
 

 

 
FROM THE EDITOR 

 
INTERRACIAL MARRIAGE 

 
 
 
With the inauguration of President Barack Obama, a new era of race 
relations has begun in America. This child of a racially mixed marriage has 
captured the highest office of the land and the imaginations of people around 
the world. One cannot help but notice the complexion of America is 
changing. The face of our nation is transitioning from a predominately white 
one to various shades of tan.   
 
 The church, however, still struggles with interracial relationships, if not 
in theory, at least in practice. While Jesus loves the little children without 
distinction—red and yellow, black and white—his church, for the most part, 
reflects an equal but separate model of worship. Sunday morning is still the 
most segregated hour of the week; but, things are slowly beginning to 
change.   
 
 As the racial identity of the nation becomes more blurred, so will the 
racial make-up of the church. Therefore, it is incumbent on seminary 
professors to equip future pastors to become effective leaders of a hybrid 
church. Additionally, those currently in ministry will soon find themselves 
dealing with matters for which they were not trained. Issues such as racially-
diverse worship styles, multiracial leadership, interracial dating and mixed 
marriage are but a few of the challenges ahead. 
 
 The Spring 2009 edition of Criswell Theological Review focuses on the 
issue of interracial marriage. We have invited a group of experienced 
scholars to address the topic. J. Daniel Hays, Dean of the Pruitt School of 
Christian Studies and Professor of Biblical Studies at Ouachita Baptist 
University, writes our lead article, “A Biblical Perspective on Interracial 
Marriage.” Focusing on the marriage between Moses and a black Cushite 
woman, Hays shows that the OT supports the union of two people of 
different races. 
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 Craig S. Keener, Professor of New Testament at Palmer Theological 
Seminary (Eastern University, PA), shows in his article, “Interethnic 
Marriages in the New Testament (Matt 1:3–6; Acts 7:29; 16:1–3; CF. 1 Cor 
7:14),” that believers are instructed to marry believers only, while there are 
no NT prohibitions against interethnic or interracial marriages.  
 
 Throughout history, those opposing miscegenation have supported their 
case by claiming that the “Curse of Ham” rests on the black race (Gen 9:23–
24). Edwin M. Yamauchi, well-known scholar and Professor Emeritus of 
Miami University (Ohio), explores the argument and finds it lacking biblical, 
theological or historical veracity.     
  
 Russell Moore, Vice President for Academic Affairs at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary (Louisville, KY) offers his short but insightful essay 
“Interracial Marriage and Emergent Truth,” in which he challenges 
“Emergent Village” leader Tony Jones’s idea that since all truth is local and 
ever changing, a new truth about race has emerged for our time which was 
not true for our great-grandparents. Moore says, “Not so, what is truth for us 
was truth for them as well. Our ancestors were wrong in their racist ways, 
and should have repented.” 
 
 Although Moore did not mention it, Bob Jones University (BJU) is a 
case in point. According to a recent BJU press release, the school had 
embraced “the segregationist ethos of American culture” since its inception 
in 1927. The statement continues, “Consequently, for far too long, we 
allowed institutional policies regarding race to be shaped more directly by 
that ethos than by the principles and precepts of the Scriptures. We 
conformed to the culture rather than provide a clear Christian counterpoint to 
it. . . . In so doing, we failed to accurately represent the Lord and to fulfill the 
commandment to love others as ourselves. For these failures we are 
profoundly sorry.” We include the BJU press release in its entirety following 
Moore’s article. 
 
 “Unequally Yoked by Race or by Faith?” by George Yancey, Assistant 
Professor of Sociology at University of North Texas (Denton, TX) looks at 
interracial dating and marriage through the lenses of a sociologist. Yancey 
shares his conclusions about Christian interracial dating based on his 
scientific investigation and evaluation of the “Personals” advertisements 
listed in newspapers and magazines, and on computer dating websites. The 
results may surprise you.   
 
 To help pastors work through the issue of integration in the local church, 
we turn to Rodney Woo, Pastor of Wilcrest Baptist Church, a racially mixed 
congregation in Houston, TX. Seventeen years ago, Woo intentionally 
moved his church to integrate. In an interview format, he explains the 
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difficulties and blessings he faced, and offers practical lessons he learned in 
the process.  
 
 Our book review section includes eighteen summaries and critiques of 
new books on theology, exegesis, and church history. We hope they will 
assist you in deciding which selections should be on your bookshelf. 
 
 As a partner with ATLA Serials, CTR has granted the American 
Theological Library Association (ATLA) exclusive rights to publish our 
journal online. If you teach at one of the 1,000 colleges, universities or 
seminaries that subscribes to the ATLA Serials, you have free access to all 
CTR articles dating back to 1986. A wealth of research, including articles no 
longer available through any other means, is now at your fingertips. Last 
year CTR had nearly 24,000 hits on the ATLA website: www.atla.com. We 
look forward to your visit online.  
 
 CTR is one of the few academic journals that devotes an entire issue to a 
given topic. We feel this valuable distinction allows our readers to get a 
well-balanced treatment on a given subject. If your subscription is about to 
expire, you do not want to miss a single issue. Consider re-subscribing soon.  
 
Yours for Christ and the Kingdom, 
 
R. Alan Streett, Editor  
 
 
 
 


